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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 November 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawlng{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The Response filed November 22, 2005 has been considered, 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 15, 22 and 24-27 are allowed. 

These claims are allowed for the reasons contained in the 
Action mailed October 14, 2005. 

Claims 13, 14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten 
in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

These claims have allowable subject matter for the same . 
reasons as contained in the Action mailed October 14, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 9, 10, 12, 17-19, 21 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rettinger et al. (US 
5,677,631), hereinafter Rettinger. 

Regarding claims 9, 12, 17 and 21, Rettinger discloses 
flowline sensor for a borehole formation tester comprising: 
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an outer housing (note while not specifically disclosed in 
Rettinger, housings are well known in the art and are necessary 
in borehole formation testers to which the device of Rettinger 
shown in FIG. 1 is installed, see Rettinger col. 12, lines 43-50 
and claims) ; 

an electrical device or component operatively associated 
with the housing (See Rettinger FIG. 1, items 10, 11, 21 or 22); 
a connector retained within the housing comprising: 
a body with a pair of axial ends (See FIGS. 1 and 2, item 

13) ; 

a conductive element retained within the body and 
interconnected with the electrical device through at least one 
axial end (See FIGS. 1 and 2, items 14 and 18); 

associating a second electrical component or sensor with an 
exterior of the well tool (See FIGS. 1 and 2, item 16, note 
channels allows such sensor to be associated with the fluid to 
make fluid measurements) ; 

a circumferential channel adapted to capture fluid 
therewithin (See FIGS. 1 and 2, items 30 and 31), 

and a pair of seals disposed upon the body to preclude 
fluid flow (See FIG. 2, items 27-29) . 

Regarding claim 10, Rettinger discloses an electrical pin 
connector associated with the conductive element that connects 
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the conductive element with an external conductor (See FIGS. 1 
and 2, items 12 and 20) . 

Regarding claims 18 and 19, Rettinger discloses electrical 
connections between the sensor or second electronic component 
and the conductor within with connector; and between the 
connector and the electronic component within the housing 
chamber (See FIGS. 1 and 2, note conductors 14 and 18 and 
connector pins 12 and 20) • 

Regarding claim 28, Rettinger discloses a sealing encasing the 
conductive element within the body to electrically isolate the 
element (See col. 12, line 66 to col. 13, line 5). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant noted in the remarks of the response filed 
November 22, 2005 that items 25 and 26 as shown in FIGS. 1-4 of 
Rettinger et al. are not circumferential channels to capture 
fluid therein. Upon review of the reference, it is noted that 
Examiner has inadvertently identified the wrong reference 
numerals. The circumferential channels are items 30 and 31, 

It is also sufficiently clear that the remaining 
limitations of the claims are clearly taught as noted above and 
accordingly the rejection stands. Because of the inadvertent 
error by Examiner, the finality of the rejection is reissued and 
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the time period for response is restarted to afford Applicant 
time to respond to this corrected action. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
6 extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 

12 statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

18 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
J. Whittington whose telephone number is (571) 272-2264. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 7:30am- 
4 : 00pm, 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be 
reached on (571) 272-2180. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

6 Information regarding the status of an application may be 

obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
12 see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 ( toi:L/Tree 
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